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I would like to wish everyone a
Happy New Year. It is that time
of the year when some of us
choose to make resolutions. My
resolution probably is the same
as many others. That is to go to
the gym more often and lose
weight. My plans are to take a
weight management class at the
VA facility in Viera. Hopefully
everyone will make wiser and
healthier resolutions for 2010. |
also plan to make more time to
fish.

In 2009 our fishing club
participated in many events. A
few are:

e Atrip to the Miami Canals

e The Kids’ Fishing Clinic at
the Port

¢ Lily Renzetti introducing
“Casting for the Recovery”

e Captain Jim Ross as one of
our speakers

e  Christmas Party: Once
again | would like to thank
Bill and Betty Brown for
opening their home for this
occasion. The response |
have received from others is
that this was one of the best
Christmas parties we have
had.

I would like to take this time to
thank Beth Clifford for being
President in 2009. We include
her in our prayers and look
forward to her being active in the
club once again because she is
missed.

As your new president, | would
appreciate feedback on the club,
its programs and activities in
which we participate.

I would like to urge everyone to
participate in club activities and
not just make the club a social
event. Without the support of
members we cannot grow and
survive.

Ron Nemetz



INTRODUCTION OF THE 2010 BOARD

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Ron Nemetz
Member since Feb 2004
Vice President 2009
President 2009-2010

VICE PRESIDENT
Jim Glass
Member since Mar 2002
Secretary 2007-09
Vice President 2010

SECRETARY
Rick Anderson
Member since Apr 2009
Secretary 2010

TREASURER
Chad Helpling
Member since Jul 2009
Treasurer 2010

DIRECTORS

ACTIVITIES

Randy Cleveland
Member since Aug 2000
Activities Director 2003 & 2010

Fishing Trip Coordinator, 2003-04 & 2010

CONSERVATION
Ned Scheerhorn
Member since Oct 2002
Activities Director 2004-2005

Fishing Trip Coordinator, part of 2005

President 2006
Conservation 2009-2010

EDUCATION
Donna Gaber
Member since April 2007
Treasurer 2008-09
Education Director 2010

PROGRAMS

Denny DeMuth
Member since Nov 2006
Programs Director 2007 & 2010

OTHER BOARD MEMBERS

PAST PRESIDENT
Beth Clifford

Member since Jan 1994
Education Director 1995
Program Director 1998
Vice President 2000
Conservation Director 2003-05 & 2008
President 2009

FISHING TRIP COORDINATOR
Randy Cleveland
See “Activities Director”

GMAPP RECORDS KEEPER
Jim Wood
Member since Nov 1998
Program Director 2002-2003
GMAPP Records Keeper 2003-2009

MENTOR PROGRAM COORD.
Betty Brown (temporary)

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Betty Brown
Member since Jan 1990
President 1992-1993
Secretary Part of 1991; 1994; & Parts of 2004-06
Newsletter Editor 1990-91, 1994-97, 1999-2010

YOUTH ACTIVITIES COORD.
Jon Mallory
Member since Mar 1996
Conservation Director 1998
President 1999-2000
Program Director 2001 & 2008
Youth Activities Director 2004-2007 & 2010



BUSINESS

BOARD MEETING: The next board meeting will
be February 2 at Denny DeMuth’s home.

DUES: Check your roster for the date your dues are
due. They are $20 per person plus $5 for family
members, if there are any. Send to the P. O. Box at
the top of page 1. Make checks payable to: FFFA.

All dues or membership payment should be given
directly to Treasurer Chad Helpling or his designated
alternate or mailed to the P. O. Box on page 1. DO
NOT give cash to another member to turn in.

Anyone who still owes dues from 2009 should catch
up immediately or let Chad Helpling know of
extenuating circumstances so we can work with you.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: If you don’t have an
FFFA Membership Card, you can get one from the
Treasurer. Your membership card may need to be
presented to our supporters to get discounts for their
products or services.

MEMBER NEWS

Catching up in February

Please review your information and let Betty Brown
know if any corrections need to be made.

Attached is the 2010 FFFA Membership Roster.

CONSERVATION

The following letter and Certificate of Adoption from
the U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife
Service, Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge,
Titusville, FL recognizes the Florida Fly Fishing
Association for its efforts in the Adopt an Area
Program. A recognition event is scheduled for April.

The FFFA Board recognizes Ned Scheerhorn for
bringing this to our attention and for making it
possible for the club to participate in this worthwhile
conservation effort. There will be more on this subject
as times goes hy.

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Merritt [sland Natscaal Wildliss Refuge
1O, Box 2683
Titueville, Florida 3271

Decembes 11, 2009

To the Floride Fly Fishiag Association,

Enclosad pléase find vour CertiGeste of Adoption for your adopted area. Your active
participation in the Adopt an Asea program has made o posirive difference in the Refuge.
Controlling fiter enhances visinr experience and lspeoves wildlifs habvin

We ate plaaning a recognition svest im Apwil wnd will be sending an imvisstion your way

If these & anything we can do to improno the Adopt an Arca peogram, plese contact me
10 disess your ideas. We look forwsend 10 vour continued panicipation

Thank you agun,
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CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION

MERNIYT IRLAND NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGH
GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDOES

FLORIDA FLY FISHING ASSOCIATION

AUSHIED MAR HOCEN RBAD
Aucsust 7. 3000
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FISHING REPORTS

This section of the “Rag” is for your reports. Let
us know where you’re fishing, what you’re fishing
with and how you’re doing. It’s as important to
know where the fish aren’t as it is to know
where they are—so give Randy Cleveland
the info if it’s important for an upcoming
trip or give Betty Brown your info if you’d like
to pass on general information or do a little braggin’ in the
“Rag.”

There are no reports this month. It appears cold
weather and holidays have taken our attentions
elsewhere.

GMAPP

Top Freshwater Species for January
American Shad 234 Total; 192 in St. John's River

Spotted Sunfish 133 Total; 65 in Tamiami Trail
Black Crappie 75 Total; 60 in St. John's River
Largemouth Bass 54 Total; 20 in Lake Washington
Bluegill 42 Total; 23 in Lake Lizzie
Hickory Shad 34 Total; 28 in St. John's River
Warmouth Sunfish 32 Total; 30 in Tamiami Trail
Striped Bass (fresh) 22 Total; 17 in St. John's River
Oscar 16 Total; 13 in Everglades
Silver Perch 16 Total; 10 in Ulamay Park
Top Saltwater Species for January
Ladyfish 420 Total; 399 in Indian River
Spotted Seatrout 124 Total; 76 in Sykes Creek
Jack Crevalle 91 Total; 51 in Indian River
Pinfish 53 Total; 50 in Banana River
Bluefish 45 Total; 42 in Pt Canaveral
Spanish Mackerel 25 Total; 25 in Pt Canaveral
Silver Trout 21 Total; 14 in Indian River
Snook 19 Total; 10 in Indian River
Atlantic Cutlassfish 12 Total; 10 in Mosquito Lagoon
Lookdown 10 Total; 10 in Florida Keys

COMING EVENTS

WORKSHOPS
Workshops will be the second Tuesday of the month from
6-7:45 p.m. in Room 2 at the Central Brevard Library in
Cocoa

Jan 12

Randy Cleveland will be demonstrating one, perhaps
two, shad flies to fish the St. Johns River. These flies
will be of interest to beginners as well as the more
experienced tier. Materials packages will be available
on a first-come/first-serve basis for $1 per package.

Those of you who have an extra vise are asked to
bring it along so those who don’t have one can try
their hand at fly tying.

GENERAL MEETINGS

General Meetings will be the fourth Tuesday of the month at
Kay’s Bar-B-Q, SR 520, Cocoa; Dinner at 6 pm; Meeting
from 7-9 pm.

Jan 26

Doug Cheney will be doing a program on shad fishing
and will, no doubt, include his wry sense of humor in
telling the story of where and how to catch shad.
Doug says the easy way to catch shad is to forget what
you know about fly fishing because you’ll be using
weighted lines and weighed flies and going to or near
the bottom. You won’t want to miss it.

Prizes for tonight will be:

o 8 wt. Medalist fly reel and an 8wt. line
e 12 assorted flies

e 2 VCR fly fishing tapes

e "Guy Harvey" fishing cap (snook)

¢  Mystery (grab) Bag




FISHING TRIPS

Jan 31 (Sunday)

Because of several conflicts including a rocket launch,
we've had to reschedule our quarterly Merritt Island
Wildlife Refuge Adopt-An-Area combination clean-
up/fishing trip. The date decided upon by the Board is
Sunday, January 31. We'll meet at the Max Hoeck
Creek culverts for fishing at 7:00 AM. We'll wade or
kayak fish until 9:30 AM, meet back at the parking
area at 10:00 AM for a safety briefing and clean-up
instructions. Lunch will be at 11:30 AM--fried
chicken, potato salad, beans, and water/soda for the
group. All clean-up supplies will be furnished.
Remember, last quarter's trip here was one of the most
productive club fishing trips with trout, reds, ladyfish,
and others caught. There will be a sign-up list at the
meeting. Directions: Take US 1 north to Titusville.
Turn right on Garden Street (Hwy 406). Go 3.1 mi.
and turn left on Hwy 406 towards the Black Point
Wildlife Drive. Stay on Hwy 406 4.4 mi to Hwy 3. Go
left 1.6 miles to Biolab Boat Ramp Access Road (look
for small brown boat ramp sign). Go .3 mi to Bio Lab
Road. Turn right and go 4.9 mi along a dirt/gravel dike
road to a left turn in the road. Take the left to the end
of the road (approx. .7 mi) and park. See you there!

e |

Sykes Creek Adventures 2010

“Mark your calendar now for Sykes Creek Adventures
2010! The Friends of Ulumay and Brevard County
Parks and Recreation are partnering together and
working hard to make this year the best one ever. Plan
now to come and be a part of this year’s family eco-
festival at Kiwanis Island Park on February 20"
Thank you in advance for your enthusiasm in being a
part of educating our citizens and inspiring them to
preserve, protect and enjoy all of Brevard County’s
natural wonders.”

Susan Boorse

Environmental Education Supervisor
Brevard County Parks and Recreation
Central Area: Merritt Island/Beaches

FOR SALE
CLUB SHIRTS, CAPS, and DECALS

The club has a supply of beautiful FFFA
embroidered baseball-style caps  with  the club’s
emblem. The fishing caps will be sold for $15 each at
the general meetings. In addition, we can order polo
style shirts with the club logo and a pocket for $20
prepaid for S, M, L, & XL. Larger sizes are available
for a little more. (Women’s and children’s sizes are
also available.) All shirts are available in a variety of
colors. Order them at one meeting and get them at the
next. We have 1-1/4 inch pins with the club logo on
them (same as page 1 of the Rag) that are suitable for
hats, jackets or shirts for $5; Fisherman Angel pins are
available for $1 and we still have 2 sizes of decals
available which are great for your auto, fishing box,
etc. $1 for $2 each. Each of the items available is
a great way to show club involvement. Why not wear
a cap or shirt when you visit seminars, demonstrations
or our Supporters? See Donna Gaber.

ARTICLES OR
“WANTED” OR “FOR SALE” ADS

If you have an article, a “For Sale” or “Wanted” ad, or
anything else you’d like included in the next
newsletter, please give the information to Betty
Brown no later than the Sunday following the general
meeting:

Email: lizbrown@cfl.rr.com:

Phones: 321-504-7881 (H), 321-749-9949 (C)
Snail mail: 855 Clifton’s Cove Ct., Cocoa, FL 32926



FWC NEWS

The FWC has sent out quit a few releases of importance to fishermen in December—too many to include in full
here. A few are included in part and the others are abbreviated for space and direct you to get additional information
and we hope you will do so. To get the full report on abbreviated releases, go to www.MyFWC.com and look up

the release by date and subject.

For immediate release: December 10, 2009
Contact: Lee Schlesinger, 850-487-0554

FWC approves Atlantic grouper and
reef fish protections

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) on Thursday approved rules
consistent with federal regulations to address
overfishing of grouper in the Atlantic Ocean and to
encourage anglers to help protect Atlantic reef fish
when releasing them to the water.

Stock assessments indicate Atlantic gag, red
and black grouper are undergoing overfishing, which
means fishing pressure is too high to be sustainable.
Measures have been implemented already in Atlantic
federal waters (beyond 3 miles from shore) to reduce
the harvest of these species. Nine other kinds of
shallow-water groupers also were included in this
action to reduce the incidental catch and discard
mortality of gag, red and black grouper.

The new FWC rules for Atlantic grouper in
state waters are consistent with the federal rules. They
establish a three-fish-per-person aggregate daily
recreational bag limit for all grouper in Atlantic and
Monroe County state waters, prohibit the captain and
crew of for-hire vessels from retaining any species in
the aggregate grouper bag limit, and allow anglers to
keep no more than one gag or black grouper combined
in Atlantic and Monroe County state waters.

In addition, the rules prohibit all harvest of
shallow-water groupers (including gag, black grouper,
red grouper, scamp, red hind, rock hind, coney,
grasby, yellowfin grouper, yellowmouth grouper and
tiger grouper) from Jan. 1 - April 30 in Atlantic and
Monroe County state waters. This spawning season
closure applies to all recreational shallow-water
grouper harvest and lengthens the previous two-month
closure to commercial grouper fishing in the
Atlantic...

...These rules take effect in mid-January.
The presentations on grouper and dehooking tools
used at the Commission meeting are available online.

[Abbreviated]

For immediate release: December 10, 2009
Contact: Lee Schlesinger, 850-487-0554

FWC declares bonefish a saltwater
game fish

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) voted on Thursday to elevate
public awareness of the importance of Florida
bonefish by declaring it a saltwater game fish.

“Bonefish are one of the major reasons
Florida is ‘The Fishing Capital of the World,”” said
FWC Chairman Rodney Barreto. “We took this action
today to emphasize how important the bonefish
fishery is to Florida anglers, visitors and South
Florida’s recreational fishing industry.”

Itis illegal to commercially harvest and sell
bonefish in Florida, and sport anglers are allowed to
keep only one bonefish 18 inches in fork length per
day....

[Abbreviated]

For immediate release: December 10, 2009
Contact: Lee Schlesinger, 850-487-0554

FWC acts on more protection for
sharks...

é These rules take effect in mid-
Januaryé

€ A final public hearing on the
proposed lemon shark rule will be held during
the February FWC meeting in Apalachicola.

The presentations on shark
management and lemon sharks used at the

meeting are available online.

[Abbreviated]



http://www.myfwc.com/
http://myfwc.com/docs/CommissionMeetings/2009/2009_Dec_FPH_AtlanticGrouper_presentation.pdf
http://myfwc.com/docs/CommissionMeetings/2009/2009_Dec_FPH_AtlanticGear_presentation.pdf
http://myfwc.com/docs/CommissionMeetings/2009/2009_Dec_FPH_Shark_presentation.pdf
http://myfwc.com/docs/CommissionMeetings/2009/2009_Dec_FPH_Shark_presentation.pdf
http://myfwc.com/docs/CommissionMeetings/2009/2009_Dec_DraftRule_LemonShark_presentation.pdf

For immediate release: December 18, 2009
Contact: Carli Segelson, 727-896-8626

FWC documents record number of
manatee deaths

Biologists with the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission’s (FWC) Fish and Wildlife
Research Institute documented 419 manatee carcasses
in state waters as of Dec. 11. This preliminary data
indicates that the total number of manatee deaths for
2009 has surpassed the highest number on record for a
calendar year.

Preliminary totals for 2009 will be available
on Wednesday, Jan. 6...

...To report a dead or distressed manatee,
call the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-
FWCC (3922).

For additional information about manatee
conservation, visit MyFWC.com/Manatee. For more
information on manatee mortality research, visit
http://research. MyFWC.com/manatees.

For immediate release: December 29, 2009
Contact: Mark Robson, 850-487-0554

Spotted seatrout fishing season to
reopen

The recreational harvest season for spotted
seatrout will reopen in South Florida on Jan. 1.
Spotted seatrout harvest has been closed since Nov. 1
in South Florida to help maintain an abundant
fishery...

The areas affected include Atlantic coast
waters south of the Flagler-Volusia county line and
Gulf coastal waters south of a line running due west
from the westernmost point of Fred Howard Park
Causeway, which is 1.17 miles south of the Pinellas-
Pasco county line.

The maximum daily bag limit for spotted
seatrout in these areas is four fish per person. In all
Florida waters north and west of these areas, the daily
limit is five spotted seatrout per person.

The statewide slot limit for spotted seatrout
is 15-20 inches total length. However, anglers may
keep one spotted seatrout larger than 20 inches as part
of the daily bag limits...

[Abbreviated]

For immediate release: December 29, 2009
Contact: Mark Robson, 850-487-0554

Atlantic grouper and red snapper
seasons close

The recreational and commercial
harvest of shallow-water groupers (including
gag, black grouper, red grouper, scamp, red
hind, rock hind, coney, graysby, yellowfin
grouper, yellowmouth grouper and tiger
grouper) will close from Jan. 1 through April
30 in Atlantic Ocean federal waters. In
addition, the recreational and commercial
harvest of red snapper will close from Jan. 4
through June 1 in Atlantic federal waters.
Federal waters extend beyond 3 nautical miles
from shore in the Atlantic off Floridaé

€ In addition, the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)
recently approved a rule, consistent with
federal regulations, that will close the
recreational and commercial harvest of
shallow-water groupers (including gag, black
grouper, red grouper, scamp, red hind, rock
hind, coney, graysby, yellowfin grouper,
yellowmouth grouper and tiger grouper) from
Jan. 19 through April 30 in Atlantic and
Monroe County state waters this year. This
closure will begin on Jan. 1 in subsequent
years.

State waters in the Atlantic (inside 3
nautical miles from shore) will remain open to
the harvest of red snapper.

More information, including the regulations for
grouper and red snapper that apply in Gulf of
Mexico waters, is available online at Grouper

and Snapper.



http://myfwc.com/manatee
http://research.myfwc.com/manatees
http://www.myfwc.com/RULESANDREGS/Saltwater_Regulations_Grouper.htm
http://www.myfwc.com/RULESANDREGS/Saltwater_Regulations_Snapper.htm

For immediate release: December 31, 2009
Contact: Capt. Carol Keyser, 850-488-5600

FWC: Boating-safety education
requirements change for 2010

Boating-safety education requirements
change in Florida beginning Jan. 1. Boat operators
who were born on or after Jan.1, 1988, must pass an
approved boating-safety course and possess
photographic identification and a boating-safety
education identification card issued by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) to
legally operate a boat with a motor of 10 horsepower
or more.

“We want to encourage everyone, regardless
of when they were born, to take an approved boating-
safety education course, because all of us can learn
something new, even if we have been boating all our
lives,” said Capt. Carol Keyser of FWC’s boating and
waterways section. “For some, it is now required to
take the course.”

There are a few exceptions. For instance, a
person born on or after Jan. 1, 1988, who operates a
boat within 90 days after purchasing it, does not need
a boating-safety education identification card if a bill
of sale, which meets the requirements of Florida law,
is onboard. After the 90-day period ends, the boat
operator needs to meet the educational requirements.
Those who possess a current United States Coast
Guard license also are exempt.

For course information and educational
requirements, visit MyFWC.com and click “boating,”
then click “boating safety.” For inquiries, contact
FWC’s Division of Law Enforcement at 850-488-
5600, or e-mail questions to the FWC at

bobbercard@myfwc.com.

“BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE”

My feet are
Just freezing!

Buddy, You think
You have problems!


http://www.myfwc.com/
mailto:bobbercard@myfwc.com

SUPPORTERS

Show your appreciation by stopping by to support the businesses that support us.
[Why not wear your club cap or shirt to introduce yourself as a club member?]

%' Orlando, Daytona,
.,

Cocoa Beach

4, 6, & 8 hour rates for Mosquito Lagoon,
Indian River or Atlantic Ocean offshore
Port Canaveral
$50 discount to FFFA members

TITUSVILLE-ORLANDO

JOHN TARR
1114 S, Wushington Ave. U.S. #1
Thusville, FL. 32780
(407) 898- 1989

(321) 2670348
Fax: (407) 898-1195

- Fax: (321) 383-8364
% www. My fiedve rmanine. com

1213 N. Omange Ave
Ovlando, FL. 32804

Harry Goode’s Outdoor Shop
Sporting Goods & Fly Fishing Supplies
1231 E. New Haven Avenue
Melbourne, FL 32901
Phone: 723-4751
Hours: M-F 9 a.m. -6 p.m.

Sat 9am.—-5p.m.

MULLIS MARINE CENTER
RONNIE FERRELL

3835 W HWY 520

321-636-2480
COCOA. FL 32926

FAX 321-636-9316

5% discount on parts to members.

Kel’s Rod & Reel Service
430 E. Semoran, Casselberry
All the supplies you need
to build or repair rods—
All at 20% discount.
Motor Guide and Minn Kota motors serviced.
(No discount on motors)
Phone: 407-834-3008

REOFISH TROUT SNOOK TARPON

CHARTERS

“Sightfiah the Flats”

Speciall; "

Light Tackie G Liconsed
Fly rod insured
Live Bait ont included

Full day + Half day + Evening trips
Mosquito Lagoon « indian River Lagoon « Banana River

(321) 433-1025 «+ Cell: (321) 480-8018

i —— ———
Discount to members only.




CHRISTMAS 2009




2010 CALENDAR
Unless otherwise noted, the following days and locations apply
Board Meetings, 1% Monday of the month, 7-9pm; location as stated below
Workshops, Cocoa Library, 2™ Tuesday of the month; 2™ floor, room 4; 6:00 — 7:45 pm
General Meetings, Kay’s Bar-B-Q on SR520 just west of Clearlake Rd in Cocoa, 4™ Tuesday
(6 pm dinner from menu, 7 pm meeting, 7:30 pm program)

Janl NEW YEAR’S DAY Mar 23 General Meeting
Program: TBD
Jan4  Board Meeting — Plan for 2010 Presenter: TBD
Location: Ron Nemetz’ Home

Mar 27 Fishing Trip — Shad (Tentative)
Jan 12 Workshop

Program: Shad Flies Apr4  EASTER
Presenter: Randy Cleveland
Apr5 Board Meeting

Jan18 MLK BIRTHDAY Location: Jim Glass’ Home
Jan 26 General Meeting Apr 13  Workshop

Program: Shad Program: TBD

Presenter: Doug Cheney Presenter: TBD
Jan 31 Merritt Island Wildlife Cleaning Party Apr 27 General Meeting

(Sun)  With Lunch and Fishing
May 1  Fishing Trip
Feb1 Board Meeting— Prepare 2010 Budget

Location: Denny DeMuth’s May 3 Board Meeting
Home Location: Randy Cleveland’s
Home
Feb9  Workshop
Program: Shrimp Fly May9 MOTHER’S DAY
Presenter: Randy Cleveland
May 11 Workshop
Feb 14 VALENTINE’S DAY Program: TBD
Presenter: TBD
Feb 15 PRESIDENT’S DAY
May 25 General Meeting
Feb 23 General Meeting
Vote on 2010 Budget May 31 MEMORIAL DAY
Program: TBD
Presenter: TBD Jun7  Board Meeting
Location: TBD
Feb 20 Sykes Creek Adventures 2010
Eco-Festival Jun8  Workshop
Kiwanis Island Park Program: TBD
11am-3pm Presenter: TBD
Feb 27 Fishing Trip — Shad (tentative) Jun20 FATHER’S DAY
Mar 1 Board Meeting - Planning for 2010 Jun 21 First Day of Summer
Location: Donna Gaber’s Home
Jun 22 General Meeting
Mar 9  Workshop Program: TBD
Program: TBD Presenter: TBD

Presenter: TBD
Jun 26  Fishing Trip
Mar 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins

Mar 20 First Day of Spring



FLORIDA FLY FISHING ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 542345
Merritt Island, FL 32954

HAPPY NEW YEAR



