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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The presentation on fly
fishing in Alaska by Dave
Carbone was enjoyed by all
who attended our last
meeting. This presentation
gave us new ideas on
fishing in Alaska. Even
though the cost and
sometimes inclement
weather can be a problem,
we all need you to put it on
our bucket list of fishing
destinations.

The Sykes Creek adventure
2010 was another outreach
for our club. 1 would like
to personally thank Jon
Mallory for heading up our
booth and those who
assisted him. Your time
and willingness to share fly
fishing with others was
greatly appreciated.

Chad Helpling has our club
business cards which will
be made available to all
members. This would give
our members the ability to
share with others about fly
fishing and FFFA.

Our February fishing outing
at the Little Econ was
enjoyed by all. The
weather was wet and cold,
but the fish were plentiful.
Those of us that chickened
out because of low
temperatures and
precipitation missed out on
the great catch.

Go Out and Fish for the
Hal-i-but!

Ron



BUSINESS

BOARD MEETING: The next board meeting will
be April 5 at Jim Glass’ home.

DUES: Check your roster for the date your dues are
due. They are $20 per person plus $5 for family
members, if there are any. Send to the P. O. Box at
the top of page 1. Make checks payable to: FFFA.

All dues or membership payment should be given
directly to Treasurer Chad Helpling or his designated
alternate or mailed to the P. O. Box on page 1. DO
NOT give cash to another member to turn in.

Anyone who still owes dues from 2009 should catch
up immediately or let Chad Helpling know of
extenuating circumstances so we can work with you.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: If you don’t have an
FFFA Membership Card, you can get one from
Treasurer Chad Helpling. Your membership card may
need to be presented to our supporters to get discounts
for their products or services.

MEMBER NEWS

GET WELL WISHES

Denny DeMuth is in New York having surgery on his
shoulder. It turned out he had more than just a spur.
His daughter went with him. He is reported doing
well, but will be out of commission for about six
weeks.

Donna Gaber is recovering at home after receiving a
pacemaker at Holmes Cardiac Center in Melbourne.
Although still in pain, she is doing well.

NEW MEMBER

David Castlen joined the club by mail after finding
the club on the internet and contacting Betty Brown.
David lives in Boynton Beach and can not make a lot
of meetings, but feels the club can still offer him a lot.
We hope not to let him down. Betty is going to work
with him and some others in south Florida to start up a
club in that area. If you would like to contact David,
go to dcastlen5S0@hotmail.com or see the roster or
contact Betty for David’s phone number. Welcome
aboard, David. Now that you're on the mailing list,
we’ll be sure to let you know when we have trips in
your neighborhood so you can meet a lot of the guys
and gals from Central Florida. If you need any info
from us, be sure to call.

FISHING REPORTS

BUDGET

The 2010 Budget as proposed in the February
newsletter was approved unanimously by the
membership at the February meeting.

upon the changes that have been brought to our
attention is attached. Future additions/corrections will
be pen-and-ink corrections announced in the
newsletter. If you need to get in touch with a new
member or can’t reach an old number, call Betty
Brown for the up-to-date roster information. Be sure
to call Betty with any changes in your information so
she can keep the roster up-to-date.

The updated 2010 FFFA Membership Roster based

This section of the “Rag” is for your reports. Let
us know where you’re fishing, what you’re
fishing with and how you’re doing. It’s as
important to know where the fish aren’t
as it is to know where they are—so give
Randy Cleveland the info if it’s important for an upcoming
trip or give Betty Brown your info if you’d like to pass on
general information or do a little braggin’ in the “Rag.”

Betty Brown reports that Lake Poinsett is finally
clearing a bit from all the dead armored catfish and
tilapia that met their demise because of the cold
weather. The hundreds of buzzards couldn’t have
completed their job if it were not for the wind and rain
and rising water levels. Bass, crappie and bream
fishing should improve considerably without the
exotics to harm their eggs and fry.

Randy Cleveland and Steve Lo report fishing is
improving in the Little Econ area. If the weather
cooperates fishing should be good for the Feb trip.

Capt. Jim Ross reports lots of black drum are tailing
in the Mosquito Lagoon area once again.



mailto:dcastlen50@hotmail.com

Feb 20 — Eco-Fest

Reportedly the “fest” this year was much better than
last with a lot of people showing up at our table for
information (or out of curiosity). Thanks to Randy

GMAPP

Cleveland, Jack Little, Al Luther, Jon Mallory and
Ron Nemetz for helping demonstrate fly tying and

Top Freshwater Species for

March casting. The weather was nice and everyone enjoyed
American Shad 261 Total; 195 in St. Johns River the day.
Bluegill 218 Total; 77 in Kissimmee River

Oscar 112 Total
Spotted Sunfish 107 Total
Largemouth Bass 48 Total; 19 in St. Johns River

Warmouth Sunfish 28 Total; 21 in St. Johns River Al (righjc) is
Redbreast Sunfish 22 Total; 10 in Santa Fe River busy tying
Black Crappie 21 Total; 17 in St. Johns River while Jack
Hickory Shad 12 Total; 12 in St. Johns River is bus
Redear Sunfish 8 Total; 6 in Kissimmee River y
Striped Bass (fresh) 8 Total; 8 in St. Johns River watching
Top Saltwater Species for March
Snook 112 Total; 93 in Sebastian River
Spotted Seatrout 89 Total; 46 in Banana River
Bluefish 42 Total; 41 in Port Canaveral Jack
Sailor's Choice 29 Total; 10 in Kiwanis Island reeling
Ladyfish 28 Total; 14 in Sebastian River in new
Jack Crevalle 24 Total; 15 in Sebastian River "
Gray Snapper 18 Total; 18 in Sebastian River members?
Red Drum 10 Total; 7 in Banana River
Sheepshead 7 Total; 6 in Banana River
Gafftopsail Catfish 5 Total; 3in Indian River
MEMORIES
Feb 9 _ _ Al getting
Randy Cleveland gave a very nice presentation of a :
. L X attention
shrimp fly and we thank him for the demonstration.
from next
- generation
of fly
fishermen
Sidewalk
Supers

Ned Scheerhorn

Guest Fly



Feb 23 General Meeting

Dave Carbone gave a
wonderful Power Point
presentation about fly
fishing in Alaska. The
story was compelling;
the bear stories were
attention-grabbing and
mostly believable; and
the photography was
perfect. 1It’s enough to
- make you want to pack
a bag and your fishing gear and head northwest. After
all these years, it looks like Frank Perkins may have
competition. Nice job, Dave.

Prizes were won by:
Randy Cleveland Guy Harvey cap

Judy Costa Grab (surprise) bag

John Perez Penn 209 Level Wind Reel with
20 Ib. test line (donated by Bob
Edwards)

John Perez Assorted Fly Tying Materials

Bob Trainer VCR tapes

Jerry Wheeler BassPro Shop Fly Tying Kit

(donated by Jim Glass)

Feb 27 Fishing Trip

Reported by Randy Cleveland and Ned Scheerhorn:
It was spitting rain when we all left home for the St
Johns River. Not a promising start. It was overcast,
wet and cold. We all went up the Econ and all of us
found fish. The tally included shad, largemouth bass,
red-breasted sunfish, crappie, and gar. The rain and
wind increased and we all headed back to the ramp for
Randy's highly touted hot dogs. While the dogs
cooked, the crew huddled around the grill trying to
warm our fingers. The brave souls who showed up for
the fun were Randy Cleveland, Steve Roman, Steve
Lo, Joe Ingino, and Ned & Bernie Scheerhorn.
[Bernie is Ned’s dad.] The fish were cooperative, the
food was great, and the companionship was excellent.
What more could you want?—a warm sunny day?

COMING EVENTS

WORKSHOPS
Workshops will be the second Tuesday of the month from
6-7:45 p.m. in Room 2 at the Central Brevard Library in
Cocoa

Mar 9

Randy Cleveland will be introducing a frog pattern
this month. It’s a fly anyone can do and you’ll have
fun doing it. Again, materials packages will be
available on a first-come/first-serve basis for $1 per
package.

Experienced tiers with extra vises are asked to bring
them along, so those without can try their hand at

tying.

Apr 13

Two easy flies, the Bend Back and the Clouser, are on
schedule for this workshop. Both will be
demonstrated by Randy Cleveland, who will have
material packages available for $1 each on a first-
come/first-serve basis.

Randy asks that anyone interested in doing a
workshop (fly tying, knots, rod/line components,
etc.) to contact him as soon as possible.

GENERAL MEETINGS
General Meetings will be the fourth Tuesday of the month at
Kay’s Bar-B-Q, SR 520, Cocoa; Dinner at 6 pm; Meeting
from 7-9 pm.

Mar 23

Capt. Mike Badarack, of Space Coast Fly Fishing
Charters, will be guest speaker tonight. He’ll be able
to share experiences inshore and offshore from the
Mosquito Lagoon to Sebastian. He is especially
interested to bring tips on catch tarpon, snook and
many other fish that traverse the Indian and Banana
Rivers and Sebastian Inlet. It should be a very
interesting  night. To learn more go to
www.spacecoastflyfishing.com.

Prizes will be:
e  Eagle “Cuda” Portable w/depth sounder
donated by Jim Glass
Fly Fishing Tote Bag
9-wt Bonefish Taper Fly Line
Assorted Fly Tying Materials
Surprise Grab Bag (most items donated by
Harry Goode’s Outdoor Shop)
e VCR Tapes



http://www.spacecoastflyfishing.com/

FISHING TRIPS

Mar 27 — US Hwy 50

We’re going to try once more this season to try to
catch shad; but, if they are gone by the time we get
there, we can still fish for bass, bream and crappie and
we’ll have a super time. Randy will have details on
time and pairings at the March 23 meeting.

HUNT FOR REDS IN APRIL

Phil Rizzo, Tournament Director for the Hunt for
Reds in April and Hunt for Reds in October,
announces the April 17-18 event will be at Titusville
Chrysler Jeep Dodge on U.S. 1. There will be lots of
great prizes. Phil has invited the FFFA to introduce
fly tying and fly casting to those who come to the
event.

Be sure to bring your kids and grandkids on Saturday
when there will be special activities for them. The
tournament is Sunday and those that are participating
in that may be interested in what we have to offer as
well.

If you’re interested in demonstrating fly tying or
casting at the Hunt for Reds in April event, contact
Randy Cleveland.

CONSERVATION

18" -

Another cleanup/fishing trip to the Merritt Island
Wildlife Refuge is planned for May 1. This date is
near a shuttle launch which may cause a slip in our
schedule, but we’re going to plan as best we can. You
have plenty of time to volunteer and to get your
picture taken next to the new sign in our honor.
Contact Ned Scheerhorn if you want to participate.

FOR SALE
CLUB SHIRTS, CAPS, and DECALS

The club has a supply of beautiful FFFA
embroidered baseball-style caps  with the club’s
emblem. The fishing caps will be sold for $15 each at
the general meetings. In addition, we can order polo
style shirts with the club logo and a pocket for $20
prepaid for S, M, L, & XL. Larger sizes are available
for a little more. (Women’s and children’s sizes are
also available.) All shirts are available in a variety of
colors. Order them at one meeting and get them at the
next. We have 1-1/4 inch pins with the club logo on
them (same as page 1 of the Rag) that are suitable for
hats, jackets or shirts for $5; Fisherman Angel pins are
available for $1 and we still have 2 sizes of decals
available which are great for your auto, fishing box,
etc. $1 for $2 each. Each of the items available is
a great way to show club involvement. Why not wear
a cap or shirt when you visit seminars, demonstrations
or our Supporters? See Donna Gaber.

ARTICLES OR
“WANTED” OR “FOR SALE” ADS

If you have an article, a “For Sale” or “Wanted” ad, or
anything else you’d like included in the next
newsletter, please give the information to Betty
Brown no later than the Sunday following the general
meeting:

Email: lizbrown@cfl.rr.com:

Phones: 321-504-7881 (H), 321-749-9949 (C)
Snail mail: 855 Clifton’s Cove Ct., Cocoa, FL 32926

FOR SALE

G Loomis fly rods with socks & tubes:

GL3 FR1088, 9ft 2pc #8  $165.00
GL3 FR10810, 9ft 2pc #10 $175.00
GL3 FR10812, 9ft 2pc #12 $185.00

Ed Lopez
Eflj60@aol.com
1-352-445-2286 (cell)



FWC NEWS

For immediate release: February 25, 2010
Contact: Lee Schlesinger, 850-487-0554

Snook harvest is still prohibited

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) reminds anglers that the harvest
season for snook in Gulf of Mexico, Everglades
National Park and Monroe County waters, which
usually begins on March 1, will not be open this year.
The FWC issued an executive order on Jan. 15 that
temporarily extends closed harvest seasons for snook
statewide until Sept. 1 to protect snook populations
affected by recent prolonged cold weather in Florida.

The order, which took effect on Jan. 16,
provides that no person may harvest or possess snook
in all state and federal waters off Florida until
September. Anglers may still catch and release snook
during the closure, and the FWC encourages everyone
to handle and release these fish carefully to help
ensure their survival upon release.

More information regarding the FWC’s
executive order for snook is available online at
MyFWC.com/Rules, click on “Fishing — Saltwater.”

The statewide slot limit for spotted seatrout
is 15-20 inches total length but anglers may keep one
spotted seatrout larger than 20 inches as part of the
dailv baa limit.

Spotted seatrout may not be harvested by
any multiple hooks with live or dead natural bait, and
snagging or snatch-hooking spotted seatrout is illegal.
Anglers may take spotted seatrout with hook-and-line
gear and cast nets and must land the fish in a whole
condition.

For immediate release: February 25, 2010
Contact: Lee Schlesinger, 850-487-0554

North Florida spotted seatrout season
reopens March 1

The recreational harvest season for spotted
seatrout in North Florida reopens on March 1. This
means all Florida waters will be open to the sport
harvest of spotted seatrout beginning that day.

Spotted seatrout harvest is prohibited in
February in Atlantic Ocean waters north of the
Flagler-Volusia county line to the Florida-Georgia
border and in Gulf of Mexico waters north of a line
running due west from the westernmost point of Fred
Howard Park Causeway, which is about 1.17 miles
south of the Pinellas-Pasco county line, to the Florida-
Alabama border. This one-month closure helps
maintain spotted seatrout abundance.

The maximum daily bag limit for spotted
seatrout in the reopened waters north of the
established boundaries is 5 fish per person. In waters
south of these boundaries, the daily limit is 4 fish per
person.

For immediate release: February 26, 2010
Contact: Lee Schlesinger, 850-487-0554

FWC suspension of certain fishing
regulations expires March 1

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) advises the public that its
temporary suspension of certain saltwater fishing and
licensing regulations to allow for the cleanup of dead
fish will expire on March 1.

The order - initially for Jan. 16-31, then
extended for one month - was issued in response to
numerous reports of saltwater fish killed by an
extended cold-weather period in Florida.

The FWC is no longer receiving widespread
reports of dead saltwater fish around the state, and
people must observe all normal fishing and licensing
regulations that apply to the harvest and possession of
saltwater fish. These rules are available online at
MyFWC.com/Fishing or MyFWC.com/Rules.

More information regarding the 2010 cold-
weather saltwater fish Kills is available online
MyFWC.com/Fishing.



http://www.myfwc.com/docs/Newsroom/EO_10_03_SnookTarponBonefish.pdf
http://myfwc.com/NEWSROOM/10/statewide/News_10_X_ColdWeatherSaltFishKills1.htm
http://www.myfwc.com/RULESANDREGS/SaltwaterRules_index.htm
http://www.myfwc.com/RULESANDREGS/Saltwater_Regulations_FishKills.htm
http://www.myfwc.com/RULESANDREGS/Saltwater_Regulations_FishKills.htm

Fish Busters
By Bob Wattendorf

Anglers: Get your free goodies for
buying a 5-year freshwater fishing
license now!

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC), a major partner in the Get
Outdoors Florida! coalition
(www.GetOutdoorsFlorida.org) encourages families to
enjoy all the pleasures of recreational fishing in
Florida...

One way the FWC and their industry
partners encourage fishing and provide extra
incentives and savings to anglers is via a special 5-
year freshwater fishing license bonus program.
Beginning March 1, the first 3,000 anglers to upgrade
to a 5-year freshwater fishing license will receive a
special incentive in the form of free tackle,
publications and fishing accessories that add to the
convenience and cost savings already associated with
a 5-year license.

Matched with the priceless memories
created from your fishing experiences, the FWC
makes this a deal difficult to resist. A 5-year license
costs just $79, plus a convenience fee, but in return
you know the fees won’t increase while you have your
license, and you don’t need to worry about renewing
for five years. For most anglers, that amounts to
barely a dollar per fishing trip, or about one quarter
per hour, for healthy, relaxing recreation that allows
you to connect with your family and friends in a fun,
stress-free environment — and maybe even take home
a free meal or two.

The bonus package literally has you covered
“hook, line and sinker.” The first 3,000 customers to
upgrade to a 5-year freshwater fishing license after
March 1 receive a free bonus package by mail with
samples, magazines and coupons from fishing-related
companies...

For information about local fishing
opportunities, visit MyFWC.com/Fishing, where you
can also verify that you will be one of the first 3,000
and see all of the bonus package contents.

ITEMS OF INTEREST

“Catch a Memory! Radio Show with Captain
Jim Ross and Friends” hit the airwaves on
February 20, 2010. The show airs Saturday mornings
from 8-9 am on WMEL 1300 AM.

Jim will take calls during the show. So if you have
questions or would like to give a fishing report, he’d
be happy to hear fromyou. |

*Luc's Guide to Wade Fly Fishing the Upper
St John's River for American Shad"

Some members that were not at the last meeting may !
The book, !
"Luc's Guide to Wade Fly Fishing the Upper St John's i
River for American Shad", is available for his printing !
cost of $10 plus $4 shipping. Any member may ;

enjoy Luc's book on shad fly fishing.

request a copy by sending name and address to me

billjudycraig@yahoo.com. Luc will mail the book to !
the address given with a return addressed 8-1/2” x 117 |

envelope. Simply insert a check for $14 and mail to
him with Canadian postage.

A portion of the introduction reads..."This is a guide to
wade fly fishing the Upper St. Johns River in Florida i

for American shad. This is essentially winter fishing.

If you are not a bass fisher you may not be familiar .
with the St. Johns River. You will discover a hidden |

treasure. And, yes, the St. Johns River can be waded

relatively safely at certain times and in certain .
locations. This guide book also covers some spots that |

are not practically accessible by wading only, but can
be accessed with a kayak, canoe or light boat.

American shad may also be new to you. You will |

learn to enjoy this great fishery on light fly fishing
gear. This book focuses on shad.

great action on the same light fishing gear.

BillCraig <

However,
largemouth bass and black crappie are also fair targets |
when fly fishing the St. Johns River and will provide i
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SUPPORTERS

Show your appreciation by stopping by to support the businesses that support us.
[Why not wear your club cap or shirt to introduce yourself as a club member?]

' Orlando, Dayton
o ytona,

Cocoa Beach

4, 6, & 8 hour rates for Mosquito Lagoon,
Indian River or Atlantic Ocean offshore
Port Canaveral
$50 discount to FFFA members
Tune in to WMEL 1300 AM Saturday 8-9 a.m.

TITUSVILLE-ORLANDO

JOHN TARR
1114 S, Wushington Ave. U.S. #1
Thusville, FL. 32780

(321) 2670348 (407) $98-1989

a Fax: (321) 383-8364 Fax: (407) 898-1195
2 s www. fyfishe rmanine.com

1213 N. Ormange Ave
Ovlando, FL. 32804

Harry Goode’s Outdoor Shop
Sporting Goods & Fly Fishing Supplies
1231 E. New Haven Avenue
Melbourne, FL 32901
Phone: 723-4751
Hours: M-F 9 a.m. -6 p.m.

Sat 9am.—-5p.m.

See our expanded fly fishing display area.

MULLIS MARINE CENTER
RONNIE FERRELL

3835 W HWY 520 321-636-2480
COCOA. FL 32926 FAX 321-635-9316

5% discount on parts to members.

Kel’s Rod & Reel Service
430 E. Semoran, Casselberry
All the supplies you need
to build or repair rods—
All at 20% discount.
Motor Guide and Minn Kota motors serviced.
(No discount on motors)
Phone: 407-834-3008

REOFISH TROUT SNOOK TARPON

T. PAUL THOMAS
CHARTERS

“Sightfiah the Flats”

Special -

Light Tackie G Liconsed
Fly rod insured
Live Bait t ont included

Full day + Hall day + Evening trips
Mosquito Lagoon + Indian River Lagoon ¢ Banana River

(321) 433-1025 «+ Cell: (321) 480-8018

Discount to members only.




2010 CALENDAR
Unless otherwise noted, the following days and locations apply:
Board Meetings, 1% Monday of the month, 7-9pm; location as stated below
Workshops, Cocoa Library, 2™ Tuesday of the month; 2™ floor, room 4; 6:00 — 7:45 pm
General Meetings, Kay’s Bar-B-Q on SR520 just west of Clearlake Rd in Cocoa, 4™ Tuesday
(6 pm dinner from menu, 7 pm meeting, 7:30 pm program)

Mar 9  Workshop May 25 General Meeting
Program: Frog Pattern Fly Program: TBD
Presenter: Randy Cleveland Presenter: TBD

Mar 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins May 31 MEMORIAL DAY

Mar 20 First Day of Spring Jun7  Board Meeting

Location: TBD

Mar 23 General Meeting
Program: Saltwater Fly Fishing Jun8  Workshop
Presenter: Capt. Mike Badarack, Program: TBD

Space Coast Fly Presenter: TBD

Fishing Charters
Jun20 FATHER’S DAY
Mar 27 Fishing Trip

Location: SR 50 Jun 21 First Day of Summer
Time: 7-12
Lunch: noon Jun 22 General Meeting
Program: TBD
Apr4 EASTER Presenter: TBD
Apr5  Board Meeting Jun 26  Fishing Trip
Location: Jim Glass’ Home

Jul 4 INDEPENDENCE DAY
Apr 13 Workshop
Program: Bend Back & Clouser Jul 5 Board Meeting
Presenter: Randy Cleveland
Jul 13 Workshop
Apr 17-18 Hunt for Reds in April

Titusville Chrysler Jeep Dodge Jul 27  General Meeting
us.1
10 am-5pm Jul 31 Fishing Trip

POC: Randy Cleveland
Aug 2 Board Meeting
Apr 27 General Meeting

Program: Renzetti Vises Aug 10 Workshop
Presenter: Andy Renzetti
Aug 24 General Meeting
May1l MIWR Cleanup/Fishing Trip FFFA’s 29" Anniversary
May 3 Board Meeting Aug 28 Fishing Trip
Location: Randy Cleveland’s
Home

May9 MOTHER’S DAY
he deadline for articles for the “Fish’n Rag” is the

May 11 Workshop Sunday following the general meeting.
Program: TBD
Presenter: TBD

May 15 Picnic (tentative)




FLORIDA FLY FISHING ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 542345
Merritt Island, FL 32954




