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PRESIDENT’S

Spring has sprung!

Fish kills are pretty common in
Florida due mainly to algae
blooms or oxygen deficiencies.
This year the fish kills came
mainly from cold water
temperature.

With the fish kills of this past
winter we have to be hopeful for
new life.

I wouldn’t say don’t go fishing,
but you will have to fish
specifically using methods that
sometimes entail a little more
effort than usual. The top two
fish to pursue in the spring are
seatrout and redfish. This is good
news, because during the fish kill
of this past month there was less
trout belly up.

As fisherman we can help control
the surviving fish population.
One of the ways we can help as
fishermen is by catch and release
and by using a de-hooker.

MESSAGE

On the conservation front we are
having a cleanup and fishing trip
May 1% at the Merritt Island Wild
Life Refuge. Lunch will be
provided by the club assuming
there is no NASA launch delay.

The Hunt for Red’s is April 17-
18, sponsored by Titusville
Chrysler Jeep Dodge Dealer. We
need volunteers to man our table
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
There will be tying
demonstrations and fly casting
instructions at the event. If you
are interested in volunteering
please call Randy Cleveland.

Have a Happy Easter,

Ron



BUSINESS

BOARD MEETING: The next board meeting will
be April 5 at Jim Glass’ home.

DUES: Check your roster for the date your dues are
due. They are $20 per person plus $5 for family
members, if there are any. Send to the P. O. Box at
the top of page 1. Make checks payable to: FFFA.

All dues or membership payment should be given
directly to Treasurer Chad Helpling or his designated
alternate or mailed to the P. O. Box on page 1. DO
NOT give cash to another member to turn in.

Anyone who still owes dues from 2009 should catch
up immediately or let Chad Helpling know of
extenuating circumstances so we can work with you.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: If you don’t have an
FFFA Membership Card, you can get one from
Treasurer Chad Helpling. Your membership card may
need to be presented to our supporters to get discounts
for their products or services.

NEW MEMBER
The FFFA welcomed new member Paul Drylewski at
the March

meeting. Paul
is new to fly
fishing  and

doesn’t have a
boat, so if you
have some
time for a few
pointers  and
have a seat in
your boat how

about getting | LA
in touch with | TUT i3
o -

Paul for a
some fishing fun at some of your favorite spots. Paul
and wife, Carolyn, make their home in Cape
Canaveral. You can reach Paul at
lincolnparkrx@aol.com or contact Betty Brown for his
phone number.

Welcome aboard, Paul. We hope we can teach you all
you need to know.

FISHING REPORTS

MEMBER NEWS

GET WELL WISHES

Denny DeMuth is back home and recuperating well
from shoulder surgery. His arm is still in a sling, but
he’s doing well.

Donna Gaber is recovering after receiving a
pacemaker at Holmes Cardiac Center in Melbourne.
She was back to work in record time. The biggest
drawback was not being able to drive for a month.

This section of the “Rag” is for your reports. Let
us know where you’re fishing, what you’re
fishing with and how you’re doing. It’s as
important to know where the fish aren’t
as it is to know where they are—so give
Randy Cleveland the info if it’s important for an upcoming
trip or give Betty Brown your info if you’d like to pass on
general information or do a little braggin’ in the “Rag.”

Randy Cleveland and Ned Scheerhorn recently fly
fished the Lake Apopka-Lake Beau Clair Canal near
Mount Dora from kayaks. Randy did well, catching
bass and bream while Ned got skunked. The weather
was great on the scenic oak-lined canal. Randy's
productive fly was Cliffy's "go to" fly which he will
demonstrate in the May workshop!
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Fishing Reports (cont’d)

Dave Jester caught trout at Ulamay two days in a row
and none on the third.

Jack Little fished south Florida and didn’t catch a
single keeper-size fish.

Jon Mallory fished locally and caught small seatrout,
but nothing of any size.  However, he rather
unexpectedly came across Sea Robins in Sykes Creek.
They look a lot like a puffer. This is the first time he
has ever seen them. Be very careful if you come
across a sea robin as their fins, which flare out,
have poisonous spines.

FISHING SEASON
OPENINGS/CLOSINGS

Openings on April 1

Bonefish — The minimum size limit for bonefish is 18
inches total length, and anglers may take one bonefish
daily. Anglers may use hook-and-line gear only to
harvest bonefish and may not harvest bonefish
commercially.

Gulf Grouper — see
MyFWC.com/RULESANDREGS

The FWC also reminds fishermen that the recreational
and commercial harvest of shallow-water groupers
(including gag, black grouper, red grouper, scamp, red
hind, rock hind, coney, graysby, yellowfin grouper,
yellowmouth grouper, and tiger grouper) remains
closed until May 1 in all Atlantic Ocean and Monroe
County waters.

Tarpon -- Anglers who possess and attach a $50 tag
to the fish may harvest up to two tarpon from state
waters daily. Anglers cannot legally harvest tarpon
from state waters by spearing, snagging or snatch
hooking, and they may not sell tarpon.

Vermillion Snapper -- The minimum size limit for
vermilion snapper in Atlantic waters is 12 inches total
length. Anglers may take up to five vermilion snapper
daily in Atlantic waters; however, the captain and
crew of for-hire vessels may not keep the daily limit.

Information regarding proper handling and release of
fish is available online at
http://catchandrelease.org/Catch_and Release web.pd

f.

Resources: FWC News Releases dated 3/29/10
For full copy of releases go to www.MyFWC.com

GMAPP

Top Freshwater Species for April
Bluegill 308 Total; 122 in Kissimmee River
Largemouth Bass 216 Total; 100 in Aerojet Canal
Spotted Sunfish 99 Total; 76in St. Johns River
Black Crappie 44 Total; 20in St. Johns River
Redbreast Sunfish 25 Total; 14 in Kissimmee River
Mayan Cichlid 20 Total; 13in Aerojet Canal
Redear Sunfish 15 Total; 7.in Kissimmee River
Sunshine Bass 15 Total; 15in St. Johns River

Top Saltwater Species for April

Bluefish 66 Total; 60in Atlantic Ocean
Spanish Mackerel 62 Total; 40in Atlantic Ocean
Ladyfish 43 Total; 26in Sebastian Inlet
Tarpon 42 Total; 21in Florida Keys
Spotted Seatrout 35 Total; 12in Banana River
Snook 28 Total; 11in Indian River
Jack Crevalle 26 Total; 10in Sebastian River

Yellowtail Snapper 10 Total; 10in Florida Keys

MEMORIES

Mar Workshop

Randy Cleveland introduced a frog pattern last
month. It was a fly anyone can tie and can use almost
anywhere. No photo available at this time. Thanks
again Randy, for another great workshop.

Mar 23

Zack Jud, who is has
a research program on
Tarpon and Snook at
Florida International
University, gave us
one of the best
programs we’ve ever
had bringing attention
to some data we have
not seen before. It
was quite enjoyable.

Note: Zack was the first recipient of the FFFA’s
academic recognition award for his tarpon research
while a student at FIT in Melbourne.

Prize winners were:

Denny DeMuth  Surprise Grab Bag (most items
donated by Harry Goode’s
Outdoor Shop)

Eagle “Cuda” Portable w/depth
sounder donated by Jim Glass

Dave Jester


http://catchandrelease.org/Catch_and_Release_web.pdf
http://catchandrelease.org/Catch_and_Release_web.pdf
http://www.myfwc.com/

Dave Jester 2 VCR Tapes on Trout

Steve Lo Fly Fishing Tote Bag & a
Fisherman’s Hat

Sigmund Sarkady 9-wt Bonefish Taper Fly Line

Sigmund Sarkady 2 VCR Tapes on Bass

Bob Trainer Assorted Fly Tying Materials

Mar 27 — Lake Poinsett

High water completely eliminated most visual
landmarks that let you know where the main channel
of the St. Johns River runs at SR50 and SR46, so the
location for the trip was moved to SR520 and Lake
Poinsett.  Only a few caught fish—high water &
winds were a problem--but 11 showed for lunch at
Lone Cabbage where we had good food and great
conversation.

COMING EVENTS

WORKSHOPS

Workshops will be the second Tuesday of the month from
6-7:45 p.m. in Room 2 at the Central Brevard Library in
Cocoa

Apr 13

Two easy flies, the Bend Back and the Clouser, are on
schedule for this workshop. Both will be
demonstrated by Randy Cleveland, who will have
material packages available for $1 each on a first-
come/first-serve basis.

Experienced tiers with extra vises are asked to bring
them along, so those without can try their hand at

tying.

Randy asks that anyone interested in doing a
workshop (fly tying, knots, rod/line components,
etc.) to contact him as soon as possible.

May 11

Randy Cleveland will be bringing back an oldie-but-
goodie “Cliffy’s Go-To Fly” that Phil (Cliffy) Clifford
designed many years ago. It hasn’t been demonstrated
since Phil brought it to us, but Randy tried it out
recently and affirms it’s a winner.

HUNT FOR REDS IN APRIL

Phil Rizzo, Tournament Director for the Hunt for
Reds in April and Hunt for Reds in October,
announces that the April 17-18 event will be at
Titusville Chrysler Jeep Dodge on U.S. 1 from 10 am
— 5 pm. There will be lots of great prizes. Phil has
invited the FFFA to introduce fly tying and fly casting
to those who come to the event.

Be sure to bring your kids and grandkids on Saturday
when there will be special activities for them. The
tournament is Sunday and those that are participating
in that may be interested in what we have to offer as
well.

In addition, Phil Rizzo has approved our support of the
Casting for Recovery effort by permitting us to accept
donations on behalf of CFR at the FFFA table.

If you’re interested in demonstrating fly tying or
casting at the Hunt for Reds in April event, contact
Randy Cleveland.




GENERAL MEETINGS
General Meetings will be the fourth Tuesday of the month at
Kay’s Bar-B-Q, SR 520, Cocoa; Dinner at 6 pm; Meeting
from 7-9 pm.

CONSERVATION

Apr 27

Andi Renzetti will tell us all about his fantastic vises
and how they came into being and where they will be
going in the future and, hopefully, give us some hints
on using them more effectively.

Lily Renzetti caught us up on “Casting for Recovery”
retreat scheduled for November 6 and 7 which will be
held at LaCita. Beth Clifford and Donna Gaber will
be providing fly tying instruction which will help
ladies who have had breast cancer surgery learn to do
something fun while providing the stretching and
strength exercises so vital to their recovery.

Prizes will be:
e Grab Bag
e  Guy Harvey Cap
e  Stripping Basket
e 12 Assorted Flies
e Book: Flyrodding Florida Salt by John

Kumiski
e  Assorted Fly Tying Materials

May 25

Capt. Mike Badarack, of Space Coast Fly Fishing
Charters, will be guest speaker tonight. He’ll be able
to share experiences inshore and offshore from the
Mosquito Lagoon to Sebastian. He is especially
interested to bring tips on catch tarpon, snook and
many other fish that traverse the Indian and Banana
Rivers and Sebastian Inlet. It should be a very
interesting  night. To learn more go to
www.spacecoastflyfishing.com.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Per US Fish & Wildlife Service memo, beginning
February 1, any person fishing on Merritt Island
Wildlife Refuge without a signed FREE refuge
fishing permit will be cited. The fine is $125 which
is costly for not having a free permit. The permit is
required for ALL fishermen--those fishing from
land as well as from a vessel in refuge waters. You
can pick up a permit at the Refuge Visitor Center,
from either entrance kiosk, or download a permit
from

http://www.fws.gov/merrittisland/FishingRegs.html

FISHING TRIPS

May 1 — See “Conservation” below.

May 1

The combination Wildlife Refuge Adopt-An-Area
clean-up & fishing trip is Saturday, May 1st. We'll
meet at the Max Hoeck Creek culverts for fishing at 7
AM. We'll wade/kayak fish until 9:30 AM, then meet
back at the parking area at 10 AM for a safety briefing
and clean-up instructions. Lunch will be at 11:30 AM.
Plates, utensils, food, soda, & water are furnished by
the club! All clean-up supplies are also furnished.
Bring a lawn chair to sit in for lunch! This is a very
productive fishing area with members catching trout,
reds and other species. Get your picture taken
standing next to our new club sign! A sign-up list will
be passed around at the April meeting.

Directions: Take US 1 north to Titusville. Turn right
on Garden Street (Hwy 406). Go 3.1 miles and turn
left on Hwy 406 towards Black Point Wildlife Drive.
Stay on Hwy 406 4.4 miles to Hwy 3. Go left 1.6
miles to Bio Lab Boat Ramp Access Road (look for
small brown boat ramp sign). Go right 3/10's mile to
Bio Lab Road. Turn right and go 4.9 miles along a
gravel/dirt dike road to a left turn. Take the left to the
end of the road (approx. 7/10's mile) and park. See
you there!



http://www.spacecoastflyfishing.com/
http://www.fws.gov/merrittisland/FishingRegs.html

FOR SALE
CLUB SHIRTS, CAPS, and DECALS

The club has a supply of beautiful FFFA
embroidered baseball-style caps  with the club’s
emblem. The fishing caps will be sold for $15 each at
the general meetings. In addition, we can order polo
style shirts with the club logo and a pocket for $20
prepaid for S, M, L, & XL. Larger sizes are available
for a little more. (Women’s and children’s sizes are
also available.) All shirts are available in a variety of
colors. Order them at one meeting and get them at the
next. We have 1-1/4 inch pins with the club logo on
them (same as page 1 of the Rag) that are suitable for
hats, jackets or shirts for $5; Fisherman Angel pins are
available for $1 and we still have 2 sizes of decals
available which are great for your auto, fishing box,
etc. $1 for $2 each. Each of the items available is
a great way to show club involvement. Why not wear
a cap or shirt when you visit seminars, demonstrations
or our Supporters? See Donna Gaber.

ARTICLES OR
“WANTED” OR “FOR SALE” ADS

If you have an article, a “For Sale” or “Wanted” ad, or
anything else you’d like included in the next
newsletter, please give the information to Betty
Brown no later than the Sunday following the general
meeting:

Email: lizbrown@cfl.rr.com:

Phones:  321-504-7881 (H), 321-749-9949 (C)
Snail mail: 855 Clifton’s Cove Ct., Cocoa, FL 32926

FOR SALE

G Loomis fly rods with socks & tubes:

GL3 FR1088, 9ft 2pc #8 $165.00
GL3 FR10810, 9ft 2pc #10 $175.00

GL3 FR10812, 9ft 2pc #12 $185.00

Ed Lopez
Efljc0@aol.com
1-352-445-2286 (cell)

ITEMS OF INTEREST

CASTING FOR RECOVERY

Beth Clifford, Donna Gaber and Betty Brown met
in March with the national leaders of Casting for
Recovery. CFR needs our support with a fundraiser
to support the retreat taking place at LaCita the
weekend of November 6-7. In that regard Phil Rizzo
has agreed we can have a CFR promotion at the FFFA
table during the Hunt for Reds event April 16-17.
There will be more news on other ways we can help in
the future.

BOOK SIGNING

We’re pleased to announce that the book we told you
about in June 2009, “Romancing the Storm” (working
title), is being released on April 13, 2010, as The
Officer’s Girl. Harlequin changed the name of the
book and changed the author’s name from Lee Duncan
to Leigh Duncan.

Anyone who would like to get a signed copy of the
book can do so at Barnes & Noble, SR192 across from
the Melbourne Mall, on April 27 between 5-7 pm.

With one book under her belt, “Leigh” launched right
into her second book which will be published in early
2011. One of the main characters is a female fly fisher
in the Merritt Island area. We’ll let you know when
“Catch of a Lifetime” (working title) is released.

Congratulations, Lee!

For those of you who may not kngviLee is thewife
of FFFA member Joe Duncan.


mailto:Eflj60@aol.com

FWC NEWS

For immediate release: March 23, 2010
Contact: Carli Segelson, 727-896-8626

Record cold leads to record number of
manatee deaths

As of March 19, biologists with the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s (FWC)
Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) have
documented 431 manatee carcasses in state waters so
far in 2010. This preliminary data indicates that in just
three months, the number of manatee deaths has
exceeded the highest number on record for an entire
calendar year, which was 429 in 2009. The cause of
death for the majority of these animals is cold stress.

The “cold-stress” category accounts for 222
documented manatee carcasses; however, it is likely
the cold temperatures also contributed to many of the
108 deaths in the “undetermined” category and the 64
deaths in the “unrecovered” category...

The period of prolonged cold weather earlier
this year exposed manatees in Florida to colder than
normal water temperatures. Exposure to low
temperatures over a period of time can cause a
condition called “manatee cold-stress syndrome,”
which can result in death.

"The unprecedented rate of mortality this
year is of great concern,” said Gil McRae, FWRI
director. “FWC staff, partners and volunteers have
done a tremendous job working around the clock for
weeks recovering carcasses and conducting rescues
throughout Florida.”

Since the cold weather conditions began to
affect Florida, FWC staff and conservation partners
have rescued 48 manatees from across the state and
continue to respond to reports of distressed manatees.

To report a dead or distressed manatee, call
the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-FWCC
(3922).

For additional information about manatee
conservation, visit MyFWC.com/Manatee. For more
information on manatee mortality research, visit
http://research.MyFWC.com/manatees. You can help
manatees by purchasing a “Save the Manatee” license
plate. The money you contribute will be used to rescue
injured manatees and to help scientists learn more
about the causes of manatee mortality. For more
information, go to www.buyaplate.com.

[Abbreviated because of space allocation.]

For immediate release: March 25, 2010
Contact: Carli Segelson, 727-896-8626

Photos: Go to MyFWC.com/Newsroom and click on
the headline for this story.

Biologists ask public to report
spawning horseshoe crabs

This spring, biologists with the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s (FWC) Fish
and Wildlife Research Institute need help from the
public to identify horseshoe crab spawning beaches
throughout the state.

The best time to find spawning horseshoe
crabs is around high tide, just before, during or after a
full moon. The full moon conditions around March 30
and April 28 will create good conditions for viewing
the spawning behavior of horseshoe crabs.

The FWC asks beachgoers to report the
number of horseshoe crabs they see and whether the
horseshoe crabs are mating. Mating crabs “pair up,”
with the smaller male on top of the larger female.
Other male crabs may be present around the couple.
Biologists also want to know the date, time, location,
habitat type and environmental conditions, such as
tides and moon phase. If possible, specify roughly
how many are coupled and how many are juveniles (4
inches wide or smaller).

People can report sightings through one of
several convenient options. Go to
http://research.MyFWC.com/horseshoe_crab and fill
out an online survey; e-mail findings to
horseshoe@MyFWC.com; or call the FWC at 866-
252-9326.

Fossil records indicate horseshoe crabs first
appeared 450 million years ago and have remained
virtually unchanged since. The species is an important
part of marine ecosystems; their eggs are a vital food
source for animals and birds, such as the red knot.

Horseshoe crabs are important to humans as
well. For instance, in the biomedical industry,
horseshoe crab blood helps save human lives.
Pharmaceutical companies use horseshoe crab blood
to ensure intravenous drugs and vaccine injections are
bacteria-free. Scientists have found that no other test is
quite as reliable as horseshoe crab blood, which clots
in the presence of infectious bacteria. Also, research
into horseshoe crab eyes has given scientists a greater
knowledge of the functioning of human eyes.
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SUPPORTERS

Show your appreciation by stopping by to support the businesses that support us.
[Why not wear your club cap or shirt to introduce yourself as a club member?]

> oY -
' Orlando, Daytona,
., Cocoa Beach & é

JOHN TARR
1114 S, Wushington Ave. U.S. #1
Thusville, FL. 32780
(321) 2670348

1213 N. Omange Ave
Orlando, FL. 32804

- (407) 898-1989
. . Fax: (321) 383-8164 Fax: (407) 898-1198
sJ -t < . s www. flyfishve rmanine.com
4,6,&8 Hour rates for Mosquito Lagoon,
Indian River or Atlantic Ocean offshore
Port Canaveral
_ $50 discount to FFFA members SUTBOARDS
Tune in to WMEL 1300 AM Saturday 8-9 a.m.
Kel’s Rod & Reel Service Action ~ Craff
430 E. Semoran, Casselberry s
All the supplies you need MULLIS MARINE CENTER
to build or repair rods— RONNIE FERRELL
All at 20% discount. 3635 W, HWY 520 321-635-2480
Motor Guide and Minn Kota motors serviced. COGDA; FL 20008 FREASERIS

(No discount on motors)
Phone: 407-834-3008 5% discount on parts to members.

Harry Goode’s Outdoor Shop
REDFISH TROUT SNOOK TARPON

Sporting Goods & Fly Fishing Supplies
T. PAUL THOMAS 1231 E. New Haven Avenue
CHARTERS Melbourne, FL 32901

“Sightfiah the Flats”

Phone: 723-4751
Speciath e Hours: M-F 9 a.m. -6 p.m.
ﬁ.‘,"f:,:,"m o Sat 9am.—5p.m.
Live Bait : UPinant includes See our expanded fly fishing display area.
Full day + Half day + Evening trips 10% discount on some items to club members.
Mosquito Lagoon + Indian River Lagoon « Banana River
(321) 433-1025 + Cell: (321) 480-8018

Discount to members only.




2010 CALENDAR
Unless otherwise noted, the following days and locations apply:
Board Meetings, 1% Monday of the month, 7-9pm; location as stated below
Workshops, Cocoa Library, 2™ Tuesday of the month; 2™ floor, room 4; 6:00 — 7:45 pm
General Meetings, Kay’s Bar-B-Q on SR520 just west of Clearlake Rd in Cocoa, 4™ Tuesday
(6 pm dinner from menu, 7 pm meeting, 7:30 pm program)

Apr 13 Workshop Jul 4 INDEPENDENCE DAY
Program: Bend Back & Clouser
Presenter: Randy Cleveland Jul'5 Board Meeting

Apr 17-18 Hunt for Reds in April Jul 13 Workshop
Titusville Chrysler Jeep Dodge
us.1 Jul 27 General Meeting
10 am-5pm
POC: Randy Cleveland Jul 31 Fishing Trip

Apr 27 General Meeting Aug 2 Board Meeting
Program: Renzetti Vises
Presenter: Andy Renzetti Aug 10 Workshop

May1l MIWR Cleanup/Fishing Trip Aug 24 General Meeting
Directions and other info on page 5 FFFA’s 29" Anniversary
POC: Ned Scheerhorn

Aug 28 Fishing Trip
May 3 Board Meeting

Location: Randy Cleveland’s
Home
May9 MOTHER’S DAY he deadline for articles for the “Fish’n Rag” is the,
Sunday following the general meeting.
May 11 Workshop
Program: Cliffy’s “Go To” Fly
Presenter: Randy Cleveland

May 15 Picnic (tentative)

May 25 General Meeting

Program: Fishing for Tarpon
& Snook
Presenter: Capt. Mike Badarack

May 31 MEMORIAL DAY

Jun7  Board Meeting

Location: TBD
Jun8  Workshop

Program: TBD

Presenter: TBD

Jun 20 FATHER’S DAY

Jun 21 First Day of Summer

Jun 22 General Meeting
Program: TBD
Presenter: TBD

Jun 26  Fishing Trip



FLORIDA FLY FISHING ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 542345
Merritt Island, FL 32954




