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PRESIDENT’S

As 2009 comes to a close
there are many great
memories to reflect upon.
We had numerous club
activities from fishing
outings, fly tying,
speakers, meetings,
raffles, workshops and a
Christmas party.

I would like to thank all
the board members and a
special thank you to Betty
Brown for the time,
energy and support she
has given me this year.

Our Christmas party was
at Bill & Betty Brown’s.
It was enjoyed by all and
everyone felt the
atmosphere was very
pleasant being in the
Brown’s home. The food
was great. We need to
have more of this type of
get together.

MESSAGE

Looking forward, the
board members will be
working on wrapping up
old business activities and
planning new events for
next year. One thing to
remember is the board
members cannot do it all.
We look forward to all
FFFA members stepping
up and getting more
involved in our club
activities. Together we
can continue to make this
the best fly fishing club
ever.

| wish everyone a Merry

Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

Ron Nemetz



BUSINESS

BOARD MEETING:

The first meeting of the 2010 Board will be January 4.
It will be at the home of Ron Nemetz. All members of
the board are requested to attend so we can get a
prompt start on the 2010 budget.

DUES: Dues are $20 per person plus $5 for each
family member, if there are any. Send to the P. O.
Box at the top of page 1 of this newsletter. Check
your roster for the date your dues are due. If you
go beyond 4 months of your expiration date, you
risk losing your membership and we don’t want to
see that happen.

Please try to pay all 2009 dues no later than the
middle of December so Donna can close her books
for the year and the new Treasurer can start with a
clean slate. If there are extenuating circumstances
for not paying, let the Treasurer know and we will
work with you.

All dues or membership payment should be given
directly to Treasurer Donna Gaber or her
designated alternate or mailed to the P. O. Box on
page 1. DO NOT give cash to another member to
turnin.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS: If you don’t have a FFFA
Membership Card, you can get one from the
Treasurer. Your membership card may need to be
presented to our supporters to get discounts for their
products or services.

MEMBER NEWS

NEW MEMBERS

Jane Spake, whose husband Greg signed up both of
them at the August meeting, attended the October
meeting. We didn’t get a photo of Jane either, but will
next time. Greg, you may recall, won the GPS at the
August meeting. How’s that for beginner’s luck?

Rikki Ojeda joined the club at the October meeting.
Rik is an avid fly fisherman who very much enjoys
saltwater fishing including surf fishing. Rik joined at
the end of the meeting, so we didn’t get a photo.
We’ll be sure to get one next time so you get a proper
introduction. Rik does not own a boat, so will be
anxious to hear from those who do have an open seat
when you go out. You can reach Rik at
rikkiojeda@gmail.com or check the roster or call
Betty Brown for telephone numbers.

Ed Lopez joined the FFFA at the November meeting.
Although we have a photo of Ed, we do not have his
application to make an introduction. We’ll do that in
early 2010.

ROSTER UPDATE

Some of you have already provided updates to your
information in the Roster. A revised Roster will be
issued with the January 2010 newsletter. Please
check your existing Roster and be sure all your
information is correct. This is also the time to let
Betty know if you prefer your cell phone number,
instead of your work number, included in the Roster.
If you can’t find your Roster, give Betty a call and
she’ll let you know what’s in there. (Please try to find
your Roster first.)

You still have a chance to get your
corrections/changes in if you provide the information
to Betty Brown no later than December 30, 2009.


mailto:rikkiojeda@gmail.com

FISHING REPORTS

This section of the “Rag” is for your reports.
Let us know where you’re fishing, what you’re
fishing with and how you’re doing. It’s as
important to know where the fish aren’t as
it is to know where they are—so give
Randy Cleveland the info if it’s
important for an upcoming trip or give Betty Brown your
info if you’d like to pass on general information or do a little
braggin’ in the “Rag.”

Bill Craig: | caught this redfish yesterday at Ponce
Inlet on a blue crab (well it’s not a fly but....). It was
47 inches. | know that since | put the fish on my boat
hatch cover and it covered the entire length. |
measured the hatch cover when | got home. I had one
more red a bit smaller and a shark estimated in the 4 to
5 foot range. Another great day on the water.

Top Freshwater Species for December
Largemouth Bass 49 Total; 40 in St. John’s River
Bluegill 27 Total; 15 in Susan’s Pond
American Shad 25 Total; 25 in St. John’s River
Black Crappie 19 Total; 11 in Lake Washington
Sunshine Bass 10 Total; 10 in St. John’s River

Top Saltwater Species for December

Ladyfish 182 Total; 141 in Indian River
Spotted Seatrout 117 Total; 74 in Banana River
Snook 57 Total; 42 in Sebastian River

Jack Crevalle
Sailor’s Choice

40 Total; 18 in Banana River
31 Total; 31 in Banana River

MEMORIES

Nov Workshop

Al Luther tied a Hummingbird fly for the glass
ornament that goes on a tree or a display stand for the
holidays. There weren’t many folks there, but those
who were enjoyed the evening. Thanks, Al, for
another fine workshop.

Nov 24 General Meeting

By all accounts, Donna Gaber gave an excellent
program on how we can all keep ourselves and our
families free of food related poisoning and diseases,
not only during the holidays, but all year long. She
also passed along thermometers to help in that
endeavor. Great job, Donna!




Nov 21

Report by Ned Scheerhorn

The November fishing trip to Sebastian Inlet went
well. We didn't catch many fish but for those who
attended, we had a great time at McClarty Treasure
Museum and eating lunch at the New England Eatery
in  Melbourne Beach. Attendees included Ned
Scheerhorn, Joe Ingino, Jim Glass, Steve Roman,
Gary Nelson, Carolyn Terrell, and Rick Cannon.
The surf was too rough to fish so some of us waded
along the river shore where Steve caught a big pinfish.
Others took to a boat and fished the Inlet. Jim Glass
got a sea bass and a sea robin. As you can tell, the
fishing wasn't that spectacular, however we all did
have a great time together. Below is a photo of Steve
Roman fishing the river.

HOLIDAY PARTY

This year’s party was very well attended with many
members we haven’t seen for quite awhile and lots of
new members and their spouses who came to get
acquainted. Members Tim & Debra Cartwright,
who were in town from New York, also attended. It
was nice to meet them instead of just talking over the
phone. Another new face and potential member who
attended was Dave Heuerman, who Betty knows
from the Florida Flyrod Club. Dave wanted to know
more about the FFFA and with no more meetings this
year Betty invited Dave and his wife Sue to come to
this party. Outgoing Dave found it easy to become
acquainted with as many people as he could.  If we
did a good job, we hope the Heuermans will decide to
join our club too. Sue was unable to attend because
of recent knee surgery. Several of our regulars, such
as Randy Cleveland and Ned Scheerhorn, had to
work the Delta launch and missed the whole evening.

The raffle prizes were won by:

Dave Carbone: A small lighted Christmas tree
decorated with 25 flies

A wooden, floor-model rod & reel
holder & chest for home or
garage. It holds 14 rods and has
4 drawers for reels and other
paraphernalia.

Judy Costa:

Denny DeMuth: A stained-glass wall clock hand-
crafted by Donna Gaber.

A Scientific Angler rod/reel/line
combo with carrying case donated
by Ron Nemetz

Gary Nelson:

(Gary wasn’t able to come to the party, so Betty called
him to see what prize he would like for his drawn
ticket. He selected the rod/reel combo. When a
second ticket was drawn for Gary, Betty called again
to see what he might like, but he graciously told Betty
to ask Ron to pull another number to give someone
else a chance. That’s called good sportsmanship.
Thank you, Gary.

Judy Costa with raffle prize

The gift exchange was fun with enough gifts stolen to
make for a bundle of laughs.



The surprise of the evening, at least to Betty Brown,
was when members of the 2009 Board presented her
with a stained-glass picture, which was beautifully
crafted by Donna Gaber, in appreciation for Betty
filling in for each of them when they were on
vacation, sick, etc. this year.

The club thanked the Brown’s for the use of their
home and said that the homey environment added to
the enjoyment of the evening. Everyone deserved a
big hand for the delicious covered dishes. Betty
thanked those who helped stack rental tables and
chairs back into the van and for helping with the
cleanup, which made the next day’s cleanup really
quick and easy.

RECIPES: There were so many outstanding dishes at
the Christmas party that many are asking for the
recipes. If you would like to share your recipe, just
pass it along to Betty Brown. They will be
incorporated into upcoming newsletters. It may take
several issues to cover them all, but all will eventually
be published.

COMING EVENTS

Central Brevard Library in Cocoa, 2nd floor, room 4
Second Tuesday of the month; 6-7:45 p.m.
[If you have been out of town for the summer, please note
the change in day, time and location of our workshops.]

Jan 12

Randy Cleveland will be demonstrating a shad fly for
this workshop. Materials packages will be available
for $1 each on a first-come/first serve basis.

GENERAL MEETINGS
General Meetings will be the fourth Tuesday of the month at
Kay’s Bar-B-Q, SR 520, Cocoa; Dinner at 6 pm; Meeting is
from 7-9 pm.

Jan 26
Doug Cheney will have a program on shad fishing.
More details will be in the January newsletter.

FISHING TRIPS

MIWR Cleanup and Fishing Trip

The next fishing trip will be part of the Merritt Island
Wildlife Refuge Cleanup on February 6. Details will
be included in the January newsletter.

FOR SALE
CLUB SHIRTS, CAPS, and DECALS

The club has a supply of beautiful FFFA
embroidered baseball-style caps  with  the club’s
emblem. The fishing caps will be sold for $15 each at
the general meetings. In addition, we can order polo
style shirts with the club logo and a pocket for $20
prepaid for S, M, L, & XL. Larger sizes are available
for a little more. (Women’s and children’s sizes are
also available.) All shirts are available in a variety of
colors. Order them at one meeting and get them at the
next. We have 2 sizes of decals available which are
great for your auto, fishing box, etc.$1 for $2
each. Fisherman Angel pins are available for $1. We
also have 1-1/4 inch pins with the club logo on them
(same as page 1 of the Rag) that are suitable for hats,
jackets or shirts for $5.

Each of the items available is a great way to show club
involvement. Why not wear a cap or shirt when you
visit seminars, demonstrations or our Supporters? See
Donna Gaber.

ARTICLES OR “WANTED” OR
“FOR SALE” ADS

If you have an article, a “For Sale” or “Wanted” ad, or
anything else you’d like included in the next
newsletter, please give the information to Betty
Brown no later than the Sunday following the general

meeting:

Email: lizbrown@cfl.rr.com
Phones: 321-504-7881 (H), 321-749-9949 (C)
Snail mail: 855 Clifton’s Cove Ct., Cocoa, FL 32926
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FWC NEWS

For immediate release: November 13, 2009
Contact: Patricia Behnke, 850-251-2130

Make way for manatees
heading for warmer water

November is Manatee Awareness Month,
and for good reason. Florida manatees are on the
move, seeking warm-water sites to spend the winter.
That means boaters must be cautious and watch for
Florida's official marine mammal and for changing
speed zones on waterways.

Manatees generally start traveling to warm
water when the air temperature drops below 50
degrees or when the water temperature dips to 68
degrees. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) changes seasonal speed zone
signs in mid-November on many waterways to
accommodate manatee migration.

Boaters should scan the water near or in
front of the boat, looking for swirls resembling a large
footprint, a repetitive line of half-moon swirls, a mud
trail, or a snout or fluke (tail) breaking the water’s
surface. Kipp Frohlich, leader of the FWC’s Imperiled
Species Management Section, said boaters can help
manatees have a safe migration by staying in marked
channels; wearing polarized sunglasses to improve
vision; obeying posted boat-speed zones; using poles,
paddles or trolling motors when in close proximity to
manatees; and having someone help scan the water
when under way.

“If you think you see a manatee, give it
plenty of room because it may not be alone,” Frohlich
said. “It may have a calf or be traveling with other
manatees.”

Besides slowing down and following the
FWC’s recommendations, residents can help manatees
survive by purchasing the manatee specialty license
plate. The funds collected from sales of these plates go
directly into manatee research and conservation.

For more information about manatees, visit
MyFW(C.com/Manatee. To report a dead or distressed
manatee, call the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-
404-FWCC (3922).

Winter (manatee-related) boat-speed zone changes

for Brevard County: Nov. 15 — March 31

A No entry and motorboats prohibited zones —
North Indian River area around discharge canals
of the Reliant Corporation Power Plant and
Florida Power and Light Frontenac Power Plant.

A Idle speed zone — West of Intracoastal Waterway
in aeneral vicinitv of power plants.

For restrictions for other counties, see
www.myfwc.com/manatee.

For immediate release: November 13, 2009
Contact: Capt. Carol Keyser, 850-488-5600

FWC warns against dangers of cold
water

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) cautions boaters and other
outdoor recreationists to be aware of the dangers of
falling into cold water during the fall, winter and early
spring months. Cold-water immersion initially shocks
the body, then causes the victim to lose motor skills
and will eventually lead to hypothermia.

Cold-water immersion is life-threatening,
especially when it is sudden.

“Many people would not expect cold water
to be an issue in Florida,” said Capt. Carol Keyser,
FWC’s Boating and Waterways Section. “However,
the effects of cold water, particularly when they occur
rapidly, can become an issue even if the water
temperature is in the 60-degree range.”

Most people would assume hypothermia is
the greatest risk in cold water. However, the effects of
cold-water immersion often lead to death by drowning
before the effects of hypothermia take hold.

Sudden immersion into cold water can cause
cardiac arrest, even for those in good health. The
shock of cold water also can cause one to gasp, inhale
water and drown. Once in cold water, victims quickly
lose muscle coordination and the ability to swim or
tread water. Water at 59 degrees Fahrenheit or less
can rapidly cause these effects.

“If cold-water immersion occurs, get out of
the water as soon as possible,” Keyser said. “If it is
not possible to get out of the water, do not swim if you
don’t have to, because this will speed up the loss of
body heat.”

According to the International Life Saving
Federation (www.ilsf.org/), cold water removes heat
from the body 25 times faster than cold air. Having a
life jacket on when in the water reduces the need to
swim or move as much, which in turn, reduces the loss
of body heat. It also helps insulate the body, keeping
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in warmth. If a victim should have a heart attack, a life
jacket will keep the victim afloat and will prevent the
victim from swallowing water.

“Should you fall into the water, you will
survive longer if you’re wearing a life jacket, whether
the water is cold or not,” Keyser said. “It is extremely
important, and possibly a matter of life and death, to
wear a life jacket at all times while on the water.
Protection against the cold is just one more good
reason to wear one.”

Though the effects of rapid cold-water
immersion are more immediately life-threatening,
hypothermia will occur eventually if a victim remains
in the cold. Hypothermia can occur in water or on
land.

Hypothermia exists when the body loses
heat faster than it can replenish it, which can result in
death. Symptoms of hypothermia include paleness of
the skin and slow, shallow and erratic breathing.
Victims should seek medical attention if exposed to
the cold for a prolonged period of time.

To prevent hypothermia, in addition to
moving as little as possible, huddle if there is more
than one person in the water or if together on land.
Ironically, if hypothermic, an individual may feel
inclined to remove clothing; however, it is important
to keep clothes on for warmth. If floating in a life
jacket, fold arms and legs to contain the body’s
warmth. Concentrate on normal breathing to avoid
hyperventilation, which can lead to unconsciousness.

“Preparation is the key to having a positive
outdoor experience,” Keyser said. “If the weather is
inclement, postpone your activity. When going outside
in cold weather, dress appropriately, and when
boating, always wear a life jacket.”

To learn more about life jackets and boating,
visit MyFWC.com/Boating.

For immediate release: November 20, 2009
Contact: Henry Cabbage, 850-488-8843

FWC reminds Floridians that balloon
releases take a toll on wildlife

With holiday celebrations and bowl games
coming up, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) is reminding event organizers and
other Floridians that a little-known-law prohibits
releasing more than nine lighter-than-air balloons
within 24 hours.

Wildlife, especially sea turtles, mistake
balloons for food, and strings attached to balloons can
entangle birds and other animals.

The release into the atmosphere of large
numbers of balloons inflated with lighter-than-air
gases poses a danger and nuisance to the environment,
particularly to wildlife and marine animals, according
to Florida Statute 379.233. The law provides for a
$250 fine for violations.

The only exceptions are for scientific or
meteorological balloons released by a governmental
agency or under a governmental contract, hot air
balloons that are recovered after launching, and
balloons released indoors. The law also allows for the
release of balloons that are biodegradable or
photodegradable under FWC rules, but no balloon
material qualifies under FWC rules so far.

For immediate release: November 25, 2009
Contact: Lee Schlesinger, 850-487-0554

Snook seasons close in December

There are two snook harvest season closures
coming up in December. The first snook closure starts
on Dec. 1 in all of Florida’s Gulf of Mexico,
Everglades National Park and Monroe County coastal
and inland waters. The harvest season for snook will
remain closed until March 1 in these areas.

All other Florida waters will close to the
harvest of snook beginning on Dec. 15. This includes
all Atlantic coastal and inland waters, including Lake
Okeechobee and the Kissimmee River. The harvest
season for snook will remain closed until Feb. 1 in
these areas.

Editor: Abbreviated because of space. Full Notice
can be found on www.myfwc.com
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FWC SUGGESTIONS FOR LIFE SAVING NOW & THE FUTURE

For immediate release: December 4, 2009
Contact: Brian Rehwinkel, 850-488-5600

FWC suggests life-saving holiday gift for boaters

Have you been wandering the shopping mall trying to find the perfect gift for the holidays? If your loved
one is a boater, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has a suggestion. A new,
comfortable life jacket could be the best gift you could ever give, and your loved one ever to receive.

The FWC investigates boating accidents that result in drowning deaths, which may have been prevented
had the victim been wearing a life jacket. The FWC recommends boaters wear life jackets all the time while on the
water.

“A lot of people don’t wear life jackets because they feel they’re uncomfortable,” said Lt. Ed Cates, the
FWC'’s assistant boating safety coordinator. “However, with the newer models that are belt packs or suspenders, you
hardly know you have one on. Replacing an old, bulky life jacket with a newer model would make a great gift.”

Belt pack and suspender life jackets are inflatable. Some inflate automatically when a person falls into the
water, while others inflate after the wearer pulls a cord. Prices of the belt pack and suspender life jackets start at
around $60.

“People don’t expect their boat to sink, to be involved in a boating accident or that they will fall overboard,
but it happens, so wearing a life jacket all the time makes sense.” Cates said. “Even for good swimmers, if you’re
wearing a life jacket, your chances of survival are greatly enhanced.”

Last year, there were 54 boating fatalities. Of those deaths, 38 were due to drowning.

“The gift of a life jacket may be a gift of life,” Cates said. “The giver and receiver would like that gift best
of all.”

SANTA APPROVED



SUPPORTERS

Show your appreciation by stopping by to support the businesses that support us.
[Why not wear your club cap or shirt to introduce yourself as a club member?]
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Advestine Sportfishing

day rates--
$50 discount to
FFFA members

Tune in to Jimon
) “Florida
e
WWW.‘GP'OI"J"’I’OSS.(OM Masgpaozrltlsernflr\]’e”
Saltwater Fly Spin » Plug|Fishing 8-9 a.m. every

Port Canaver losquite Logoon
Indian'River & Banana River Saturday on

(YRR \\\WBC 1510 AM

REOFISH TROUT SNOOK TARPON

T. PAUL THOMAS
CHARTERS

“Sightfiah the Flats”™

Specialt

Light Tacke G 'Liconsed
Fiv rod insured
L :,c Bait ont included

Full day + Half day « Evening trips
Mosquito Lagoon + Indian River Lagoon « Banana River

(321) 433-1025 + Cell: (321) 480-8018

Harry Goode’s Outdoor Shop
Sporting Goods & Fly Fishing Supplies
1231 E. New Haven Avenue
Melbourne, FL 32901
Phone: 723-4751
Hours: M-F 9a.m. -6 p.m.

Sat 9am.—-5p.m.

w&ﬂg -

JOHN TARR

1114 S, Wushington Ave. U.S. #1 1213 N. Orange Ave
Tiusville, FL. 32780 Orfando, FL. 32804

(321) 2670348 (407) 898-1989

X Fax: (321) 383-8364 Fax: (407) 898-119%
% wwwe. flyfidve rmanine. com

Kel’s Rod & Reel Service
430 E. Semoran, Casselberry
All the supplies you need
to build or repair rods—
All at 20% discount.
Motor Guide and Minn Kota motors serviced.
(No discount on motors)
Phone: 407-834-3008

Al :
OUTBOARDS

N MACRMANCE ALV FOATS

MULLIS MARINE CENTER
RONNIE FERRELL

3835 W HWY 520 321-636-2480
COCOA. FL 32926 FAX 321-636-9316

5% discount on parts to members.




CALENDAR

Unless otherwise noted, the following days and locations apply:

Board Meetings, 1% Monday of the month, 7-9pm, location as stated below

Workshops, Cocoa Library, 2" floor, room 4, 6:00 — 7:45 pm

General Meetings, Kay’s Bar-B-Q on SR520 just west of Clearlake Rd in Cocoa, 4™ Tuesday
(6 pm dinner, 7 pm meeting, 7:30 pm program)

2009

Dec 12 FIRST DAY OF HANUKKAH
he deadline for articles for the “Fish’n Rag” is the
Dec 21 First Day of Winter Sunday following the general meeting.

Dec25 CHRISTMAS

Dec31 NEW YEAR’S EVE - Drive carefully
Plan for a designated driver.

There will be no workshop, general meeting
or organized fishing trip in December. Have
a safe and happy holiday season.

2010
Jan1 NEW YEAR’S DAY

Jan4  Board Meeting — Plan for 2010
Location: Ron Nemetz’ Home

Jan 12 Workshop
Program: Shad Fly
Presenter: Randy Cleveland

Jan 18 MLK BIRTHDAY
Jan 26 General Meeting

Program: Shad
Presenter: Doug Cheney

Feb1 Board Meeting— Prepare 2010 Budget
Location: Denny DeMuth’s
Home

Feb 6  Merritt Island Wildlife Cleaning Party
With Lunch and Fishing

Feb9  Workshop
Program: TBD
Presenter: TBD

Feb 14 VALENTINE’S DAY

Feb 15 PRESIDENT’S DAY

Feb 23  General Meeting
Vote on 2010 Budget

Program: TBD
Presenter: TBD



FLORIDA FLY FISHING ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 542345
Merritt Island, FL 32954
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Happy Hanukkah and Merry Christmas



